
CHESTERFIELD TOWN HAPPENINGS
MAY 2025

 

 

TOWN OFFICE - HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
2025

The Town Offices will be closed on the following dates:

Monday, May 26, 2025 - Memorial Day

Friday, July 4, 2025 - Independence Day

Monday, September 1, 2025 - Labor Day

Monday, October 13, 2025 - Columbus Day

Tuesday, November 11, 2025 - Veterans Day

Thursday, November 27, 2025 - Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, December 25, 2025 - Christmas Day

 

**Please note that the Transfer Station dates may be different and are listed below** 



Board and Commission Meetings
(Note: all meetings and updates to meetings can be found on the Town Website www.chesterfield.nh.gov)

 
Board of Selectmen           
     Wednesdays, May 14 & 28                       6:00 pm     Town Office/Zoom
          (Every other Wednesday)
Economic Development Committee            
     Thursday, May 8 & 22                               6:00 pm     Town Office
            (2nd and 4th Thursdays)
Planning Board
     Mondays, May 5 & 19                               7:00 pm     Town Office/Zoom
          (1st and 3rd Mondays) 
Zoning Board of Adjustment
     No meeting this month
      (3rd Thursday - hearings begin no earlier than 6:45 pm)
Chesterfield Fire & Rescue Commissioners
    Monday, May 19                                        6:30 pm       Center Fire Station
              (3rd Monday)
Spofford Fire & Rescue Commissioners
    Thursday, May 8                                      6:00 pm       Spofford Fire Station
          (3rd Thursday - exception this month)
Library Board of Trustees
     Tuesday, May 20                                       6:30 pm      Chesterfield Library
          (3rd Tuesday)
Conservation Commission
     Monday, June 2                                       7:00 pm      Town Office
          (4th Monday-no meeting in May)
Chesterfield Revitalization Group
     Monday, May 12                                       5:00 pm       Town Office
            (2nd Monday)   
Chesterfield Cemetery Commission        
      Wednesday, May 14                                6:30 pm       Historical Society Bldg
            (2nd Wednesday)

           



___________________________________________________________

HIGHWAY NEWS

Paving will start on Friedsam Road, Foley Road, Twin Brook Road and Mill
Road on Friday, May 2nd - Weather Permitting.

_______________________________________________________________

TRANSFER STATION NEWS

The following is the information sent by the State of New Hampshire DES.

 Starting July 1, 2025, rechargeable lithium-ion batteries will be prohibited
from disposal in New Hampshire’s landfills and incinerators. Lithium-ion
batteries are used in a wide variety of consumer products, including: 

Automotive vehicles. 
Electric bikes and scooters. 

Lawncare equipment. 
Portable electronics such as cell phones, laptops, tablets, cameras,

wireless headphones, speakers, toothbrushes and other rechargeable
electronic devices. 

Cordless power tools. 
Toys. 

Why is there a disposal ban?



Lithium-ion batteries contain hazardous metals and can pose safety hazards
when improperly managed. When crushed or damaged in any way, they can
ignite – causing intense fires. For these reasons, lithium-ion batteries should
never be put in the trash or curbside recycling bin! Lithium-ion batteries
have become a leading cause of fires for trash haulers and waste management
facilities. A recent report by the National Waste and Recycling
Association estimates that each year more than 5,000 fires occur at waste
management facilities nationwide, many likely caused by lithium-ion batteries.
Fires are not only a safety hazard to waste staff and the public; they also can
result in hundreds of thousands of dollars in damages to expensive equipment
and buildings.  

In an effort to reduce the safety risks associated with improper disposal of
lithium-ion batteries, New Hampshire State Rep. Karen Ebel introduced HB
1386, which proposed to add such batteries to the list of wastes already
banned from disposal. The bill gained the support of the New Hampshire Solid
Waste Working Group, industry experts, waste haulers and municipalities, and
was signed into law by Governor Sununu.

Who does the ban apply to?

Starting July 2025, households and businesses must recycle their lithium-
ion batteries. Lithium-ion batteries must be recycled through special battery
collection programs – never mixed with regular recyclables.

Where can I recycle my lithium-ion batteries?
Many New Hampshire municipalities and businesses, like Staples, Best
Buy or BatteriesPlus offer collection boxes for recycling rechargeable batteries.
To find a drop-off site nearest to you, contact your local transfer station,
check Call2Recycle.org, or visit one of the retail locations mentioned
above. Remember – if it’s rechargeable, it’s recyclable! 

To learn more about how to manage different types of batteries, visit
the Battery section of the NHDES Managing My Waste webpage. 

Questions? Need help identifying a battery?

Residents should contact their local transfer station or the NHDES Household
Hazardous Waste Program via email at hhw@des.nh.gov or by phone at (603)
271-2047. Businesses should contact the Hazardous Waste Helpline at 1-866-
HAZ-WAST. 

TRANSFER STATION HOLIDAY SCHEDULE - 2024

The Transfer Station  will be CLOSED on the following dates:

2025 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Tuesday, May 27, 2025 - Memorial Day

Friday, July 4, 2025 - Independence Day

Tuesday, September 2, 2025 - Labor Day

Tuesday, October 14, 2025 - Columbus Day

Tuesday, November 11, 2025 - Veterans Day

Friday, November 28, 2025 - Thanksgiving Day

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 - Christmas Day

https://resource-recycling.com/e-scrap/2024/01/18/study-quantifies-lithium-battery-threat-to-infrastructure/
https://resource-recycling.com/e-scrap/2024/01/18/study-quantifies-lithium-battery-threat-to-infrastructure/
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/pdf.aspx?id=32381&q=billVersion
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/pdf.aspx?id=32381&q=billVersion
https://www.des.nh.gov/waste/solid-waste/waste-reduction-and-diversion#tab-tabbed_content-66bfa334d3a94-0
https://www.des.nh.gov/waste/solid-waste/waste-reduction-and-diversion#tab-tabbed_content-66bfa334d3a94-0
https://www.des.nh.gov/about/boards-and-committees/new-hampshire-solid-waste-working-group
https://www.des.nh.gov/about/boards-and-committees/new-hampshire-solid-waste-working-group
https://www.staples.com/stores/recycling#rec
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/services/recycling/pcmcat149900050025.c?id=pcmcat149900050025
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/services/recycling/pcmcat149900050025.c?id=pcmcat149900050025
https://www.batteriesplus.com/recycling
https://www.call2recycle.org/locator/
https://www.des.nh.gov/news-and-media/blog/batteries
https://www.des.nh.gov/waste/solid-waste/managing-my-waste
mailto:hhw@des.nh.gov
tel:+1-603-271-2047
tel:+1-603-271-2047
tel:+1-866-429-9278
tel:+1-866-429-9278


 

**Please note that the Transfer Station dates may be different and are listed below** 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE NEWS
 

May’s EDC meetings are on May 8th and 22nd at 6pm in the McKeon Room
at the Town Office.

Chesterfield Revitalization Group will meet on May 12th at 5pm in the
Town Offices

 

 EDC will be sponsoring another Business Mixer on June 5th.  All
Chesterfield business, tiny, small, medium, or large are invited to attend. 
Speakers will talk about small business IT issues, stress reduction, and
how the Small Business Association can help you.

 

Chesterfield Business- to- Business Mixer

Thursday, June 5th at the M & T Bank from 6Pm - 8PM

Refreshments will be served -

(Please RSVP to the EDC@nhchesterfield.com)

============================================================

TOWN CLERK NEWS

 
 

It's May and that means that dog licenses are now past due! Don't delay in
getting your dog licensed. Please note that if you just updated your dog's rabies

that the vet will likely not send us the form until the end of the month. Please
email a pdf or legible image to townclerk@nhchesterfield.com. We currently

have over 200 dogs yet to be registered. 

If you are having difficulty getting an appointment with your vet, you can also try
Vetco (Keene) & Tractor Supply (Hinsdale), they hold vaccination clinics on

Thursdays and Sundays respectively. Please check with these businesses for
more information.

If you dog is already registered please send a picture of your dog/s at a well
known Chesterfield location to enter the Town Mascot for the

Month contest. Our office will review and choose a new dog each month from
submissions. Please note, you may send in a new picture every month but we
will also keep submissions from previous months. Does your doggie want to be

the face of the Town Clerk's Office for a month? If so, don't delay!

Please note that during the summer months there may only be one agent in the
Town Clerk office. This will mean there may be a delay at the office. Check our
Office Hours to anticipate any waits. We will post when the office will only have

one agent.

mailto:EDC@nhchesterfield.com


______________________________________________________________

 

TAX COLLECTOR'S CORNER
 

The May tax bill will be mailed on or before May 15 2025.  It will be due on July
3, 2025 by 6:00 pm.  If you haven’t received your bill by June 1, 2025, please
contact the office for a duplicate bill.  The office will be open for in-person
payments on Mondays from 2:00 pm until 6:00 pm. Payments can also be
made by mail and electronically through the towns web site.  Again, cash will be
accepted, however, no rolled or loose coins will be accepted.  Cash payments
must be exact change as our office does not have the ability to make change.

 

Also, if you have an outstanding balance on your 2024 tax bill you will have
until June 3, 2025 to complete payment before the tax lien process begins.  If
you have any questions regarding your payment status, please call the office at
603-363-4624  ex 14.

 

Ken Cook

Tax Collector

Town of Chesterfield, NH

PARKS & RECREATION NEWS       

April Showers bring May Flower is so true, lots of rain in April, which means the
lake is looking ready for summer.   It is will be so nice to have some warmer
weather and enjoy our beaches.

   Beach Clean up is a volunteer day that will be held on May 3rd at North
Shore.  This is also sponsored by one of our community Members Todd Bassler
who works for Greenwald Realty and his daughter Paige is a counselor at
our summer camp!  Anyone that helps will get a nice lunch of Burgers and Hot
Dogs after and drinks are supplied.  We always get a great turnout for this
clean-up.   We also have Wares Grove Beach Clean-up Scheduled for

Saturday May 10th starting at 9:00 Am, please bring your own rakes if you have
some.  Lots of people means less work for everyone.   Thank You for helping
out.

  Summer Camp is quickly filling up, but we still have a few more spots!!  So still
time to get your registration in .  Forms are on the town website and also at the
town offices.  Looking forward to a nice fun sunny summer.   Happy to say that
we are pretty much full staffed for our lifeguards and snack shack people.  

Cardio Drumming is being offered every Monday at 11:00 at the Town Hall
Yoga is being offered every Tuesday at 10:00 at the Town Hall



Yoga on the beach will start the first week in June at 9:00 am at Wares Grove
Beach In Spofford

Thank You
Darlene Smith
Parks and Recreation Director

Chesterfield Public Library

May 2025 Events

 

Children/Youth

 

Paint a Flower Pot, Thursday, May 8, 3:00 – 4:30 pm Visit the library after school
to paint a flower pot and plant a sunflower seed inside. These make great gifts! This

program is open to all children, tweens, and teens while supplies last.

Storytime, Mondays at 11:00 am Join us for stories, songs/rhymes, and crafts! This
program is designed to support early literacy skills in preschool children. Siblings are

welcome! We will not meet on May 26 for the holiday.

May Themes:

5/5 - Flowers

5/12 - Trucks and Diggers

5/19 - Teddy Bears

 

Saturday Songs and Stories, Saturday, May 17 at 11:00 am Children 0-5 and their
caregivers are invited to join music teacher Cathy Harvey at the library for simple

songs, movement, and stories. Explore small percussion instruments and move to
music! This program meets one Saturday a month.

 

Pizza Book Club, Thursday, May 29, 3:00 - 4:00 pm Join us for a book discussion,
related activity, and of course: pizza! This month we are reading the graphic novel

Doodles from the Boogie Down by Stephanie Rodriguez. This program is open to all
kids in grades 3-8. Please sign up online or call/visit the library. You can pick up a

copy of each month’s book at the front desk.

 

Teen Library Club, Thursday, May 29, 4:00 – 5:00 pm Chow down on pizza and
discuss ideas for the library while we work on an activity. May’s activity is making

junk journals! A Junk Journal is a notebook/scrapbook made with found and recycled
materials to collect and record memories, thoughts, ideas, and inspiration. For teens

in grade 7+. Registration is required. Please sign up online or call/visit the library.

 

Adult

Plant Swap, Saturday, May 10, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm

The Friends of the Library are hosting a Spring Plant Swap in Chesterfield Town Hall.

Bring up to 3 perennials to swap with other gardening enthusiasts!
Kevin Gardner will present: Discovering New England Stone Walls from 10:00

am - 11:00 am. This event is free and open to the public!

 

NHH: Jennie Powers: The Woman Who Dares, Saturday, May 17, 12:00 pm



Jennie Powers was a humane society agent in Keene from 1903-1936 and one of
the first humane society agents to become a deputy sheriff in New Hampshire. As a

photographic activist, she used her camera to document animal cruelty, family
violence, and widespread poverty in the Monadnock region. This one-hour illustrated

presentation from Jenna Carroll introduces us to Jennie's life story, the work of
humane societies at the turn of the twentieth century, and the politics of the

Progressive Era (1890s-1920s) from a local perspective.

 

Spice Club, Monday, May 12, 6:00 pm This month we will feature tarragon and
there will be something for you to taste. Join our group to receive a sample and learn

new recipes.

 

Library Book Club, Tuesday, May 13, 5:30-6:30 pm The Library’s adult book club
will discuss The Art Thief: A True Story of Love, Crime, and a Dangerous Obsession

by Michael Finkel. Stop by the library to sign up and pick up a copy of the book.

 

Creative Writing Group, Thursday, May 15, 6:00 – 7:30 pm Have you ever wanted
to write, play with words, and share your writing with others? Please join us at the

library on the second Thursday of each month for our new writing group for people of
all writing backgrounds and experiences. We all have stories to tell; sharing them will

build community, compassion, and understanding. All are welcome to join.

 

Mad Makers, Saturday, May 10, 1:00 - 3:00 pm

Fall into a craft wonderland! Bring your current project to work on while sharing and
learning with other craft-minded folk.

 

Knit Chix, Tuesdays, May 6 and 20, 1:00 pm The Knit Chix meet on the first and
third Tuesday of each month to craft gear for people in the Monadnock region.

Crocheters welcome!

 

Quilting Guild, Monday, May 19 at 1:00 pm Our quilting group meets once a month
to work on projects and discuss their work. All levels are welcome! Join us to learn

from each other.

 

Tech Drop-In, Wednesdays at 4:00 pm Do you have technology questions or need
help with using the internet and online resources such as Libby? Stop by the library

during our drop-in hour and let us assist you.

 

Friends of the Chesterfield Public Library Meeting, Tuesday, May 6, 5:30
pm Join the Friends of the Chesterfield Public Library to help work on special

projects. The Friends of the Chesterfield Public Library are instrumental in providing
support to the library.

 

Inquire at the Front Desk for more information on any event. Reach us by phone at
(603) 363-4621 or email FrontDesk@ChesterfieldLibrary.org



CHESTERFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION﻿

The blasts of yellow and splashes of green have indicated that the warmer seasons are upon us. We can
still find ourselves with those up and down temperatures but we are gradually leaving the chilly days

behind. And with this shift our outdoor tasks start piling up. Being one who lets my plants provide food and
shelter over the colder months, I have plenty to keep me busy.

I am a lover of grasses so one of the first things is cutting them back to about six inches, making sure I
don’t wait too long to avoid cutting the new growth. Trimming and clearing away hosta and fern remnants
is yet another task. And of course, taking advantage of any of the stealthy invasive plants trying to set up

shop on the property.

The Spring and Fall, as I’ve mentioned before, are a great time to slowly move around your yard, looking
for the aggressive invasive plants as they are much easier to see and easier to remove. The other issue to
give thought to is how dry it has been. Through the simple act of observing over time, it was appearing to
me that, in addition to less rain, evaporation was happening more quickly. When I did some research, that

is indeed the case. So with that in mind, think mulch and how long to let your grass grow before cutting
and the height you cut it at. This will help protect the roots of the grass. Just as we care for the plants in

our gardens, so to the grass.

The other thing to give thought to is how much and what kind of planting we want to do with the potential
of an extended dry season. Both the energy and effort of watering everything needs to be considered and
of course, your well. When we bought our house over 30 years ago the owners shared a saying with us,
one I’ve not forgotten, “Showers or Flowers”. You can have both. Doing some research, asking questions
of knowledgeable folks can help you make good choices for you and your property. And a reminder, you
can find some helpful links at the CCC website such as the Native Plant Trust, Invasive Plants as well as

UNH Extension, which has a wide variety of topics you might find interesting and helpful.
                                        

  🥬 Here’s to the happy return of Farmers Markets🥬
                

                                                                            🌎🌍🌏

Chesterfield Cemetery Commission
 

Chesterfield Cemetery gates open May 1st through September 30th, from 9 A.M. until 7 P.M., and October
1st through November 1st, from 9 A.M. to 6 P.M. Thank you to our three gatekeepers for tending the

gates!

The crew has been working the last month to prepare the cemeteries for the upcoming season. We kindly
ask that you do your part by removing your winter decorations by May 15th.

For the summer months we recommended temporary in-ground plantings that are hardy and drought
resistant. NO permanent plantings are allowed, this includes rosebushes, hydrangea, lilac and evergreen

bushes. Oversized existing plantings will be removed as they interfere with the care of the gravesite.
Extraordinary displays that interfere with the care of the gravesite are also discouraged.

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to a Cemetery Commissioner or attend one of our
meetings. Meetings are held at the Historical Society building on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 6:30

P.M.



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

Office of Emergency Management (OEM) –
May Monthly Report

OEM is a complementary organization to the Chesterfield Police, Fire and other resources and are
available to assist in any emergency. A major focus of our OEM team is to prepare for the eventuality of

any disaster event – fire, floods, power outages, etc. – and plan to host facilities at the Town Hall to
provide power, snacks, shelter, etc.

Spring 2025 Activities

1. CPR, AED and Safety Training will be starting soon. Please look ON Social Media and notices from the
town, library and school in May for the dates and times. We will be contracting with a local Keene firm
where some of us took the course and they were EXCELLENT. The fees will be $10 for CPR/AED (1-2
hours) and $55 for CPR/AED/Safety Training – certification which is included in the Safety Training (4-5

hours). Classes TBD are at the School – our thanks to them! **IF INTERESTED, PLEASE GET ON OUR
LIST AT RALPHPETTI1@GMAIL.COM **

2. Education – Helping residents learn how to identify and respond to disaster events. With many
incidents occurring in communities like ours, our OEM team is committed to stepping up our community
training activities. This is our NUMBER ONE objective for 2025. Watch for displays and invitations to be

apprised of and please participate in such events for you and your family.

3. Collaboration – Our OEM team has begun collaborating with School and Library officials on awareness
programs that can be as simple as “change your smoke alarm batteries” or “take CPR training.” We

appreciate the support of these valued partners and our OEM volunteers.

4. Partnering – Through outreach to state agencies and neighboring towns, our OEM team has assured
continued commitment to assist in our efforts.

5. Communication – Social media sites such as the Chesterfield community, the OEM and Police
Facebook pages are excellent resources for general awareness and items of interest. Residents can also
sign up for NH Alerts to receive real-time, safety-related notifications. Please contact Ralph Petti, Director,
OEM at ralphpetti1@gmail.com with any ideas that you may have or call him at 908.310.6381. Thank you

for your support in this program!

CHESTERFIELD SCHOOL NEWS
 

May is almost here and we are coming down to the last few weeks of the 2024-2025 school year. I hope
everyone enjoyed some sunshine over April vacation. I know I appreciated seeing the sun and the warmer
temperatures. The weather has finally warmed up enough that I am giving the official word that shorts can

be worn. Students are eager to wear their summer clothes. Footwear should be secured to your child’s
feet. While we all enjoy a good sandal it is a safety concern as our students run at recess.

I am going to formally announce that Graduation will be on Monday, June 16th at 5 p.m. It looks like we
are safe to make this call. Lots of planning has already started. If there are any interested 8th grade

families who want to be part of the celebration after graduation please join us for the next meeting on May
1st at 6 p.m. in the art room. This is a parent planned and executed event. Everyone is invited to help.

Another special event planned for May is the middle school semi formal. This is planned and run by
parents of 6th and 7th grade families. It is a special event where the middle school students get to dress
up and have a special dance. There is a group of parents planning this as well. They can always use an

extra hand or two.

State testing is scheduled for the week of May 5-9th. Grades 3-8 will be testing in the mornings. Tardy
students will be disruptive to other students' testing, so please be sure your kids are on time for school.

Primary grades will be planning some local field trips that week in the mornings. Keep an eye out for
permission slips. During the afternoons that week we will be planning some school wide activities,

allowing our students some time to relax and rejuvenate from the testing.

This is one of the busiest times of year for our school. Please be sure to watch for classroom newsletters,
announcements and permission slips. We need to plan ahead for students who may need a bag lunch
and make sure we have enough chaperones. If you are interested in helping on a trip let your child’s

teacher know. We love having parents join us on these events.

 

Sincerely,

Sharyn K. D’Eon

 

Please join us for a Memorial Day Program in the front of the school on May 23, 2025 at 8 a.m.

 

May



Thursday the 1st - Grade 8 to Lowell, Baseball and Softball Games, Grade 8 Graduation Party Planning
meeting 6 p.m. Art room

Monday the 5th - State Testing - Grade 3-8 will be taking the SAS tests required by the State of NH.

Tuesday the 6th - Kindergarten to Children’s Museum, Baseball and Softball games, Track Meet @
Monadnock.

Wednesday the 7th - Snapshot Club, Track Meet @ KMS

Thursday the 8th - Softball game against Westmoreland

Monday the 12th - Chesterfield School Board Meeting 5:00 p.m., Baseball and Softball games. Friends
Meeting @ 7pm

Tuesday the 13th - Track Meet at Keene Middle School, Softball Game

Wednesday the 14th – Colonial Theatre trip for K-3, Snapshot Club, Baseball vs Hinsdale, Grade 7
meeting on Washington DC trip for next year. At LMS 6 p.m., Music performance for grades 5-8 at 6 p.m.

Thursday the 15th - Softball vs Hinsdale

Saturday the 17th - Semi Formal for grades 6-8

Sunday the 18th - Friends of Chesterfield School Color Run

Monday the 19th - Presentation by Mr. Thomas White to grade 8, NHDI meeting for all 3:30-5:30 p.m. at
the Redfern arts center

Tuesday the 20th - Colonial Theatre for grades 5-8, NHDI 4:15- 5 p.m., Baseball and Softball games

Wednesday the 21st- Grade 3 Field Trip to VINS, Grade 4 and other Music students, Meet the Band
Performance 1:15-2:25, Snapshot Club

Thursday the 22nd - Baseball and Softball Games, NHDI Dress Rehearsal 6-8 p.m.

Friday the 23rd- Community sing Memorial Day - Grade 4 to Fort #4, Early release at 11:55 a.m., NHDI
Full cast meet at 3:30 pm.

Monday the 26th - No School Memorial Day

Tuesday the 27th - Softball Game vs Westmoreland

Wednesday the 28th - Snapshot Club

Thursday the 29th - Track Meet at Fall Mountain Regional High School, Baseball vs Monadnock

Friday the 30th - Softball Game vs Monadnock

  ****************************************************

Community Events
 

SENIOR LUNCHEON
Wednesday, May 14 - 12:30 pm

At the Chesterfield Town Hall

Menu -Baked Ziti, Tossed Salad, Garlic Bread & Cupcakes
Please call (603) 363-9319 to make a reservation

by 5 pm on Monday, May 12.

____________________________________________________________________

CHESTERFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESENTATION
Tuesday, May 13 - 7:00 pm

What to Look for in a Cemetery Walk

Chesterfield Town Hall

Presented by Townshend’s Charles Marchant

______________________________________________________________

CHESTERFIELD FARMERS' MARKET

Saturday May 31, 9 am to Noon
Opening Day!

Route 63
Chesterfield Center
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